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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a distribution 
and management method of sample contents and its 
system which are equipped with a means for surely 
preventing excessive utility when a expiration date is 
passed. 

SOLUTION: Contents 4, an expiration date information 
file 5 and a rewrite program 6 are combined, at least part 
of them is enciphered and a capsule 3 is formed. Then, B V- 
decoding of the capsule 3 and reading of the contents 4 
are enabled to execute by a private browser 2 built in a 3 ' 

computer 1, utility achievement information is operated 
from read temporal information, at least part of reading 
and execution of the contents 4 are limited according to 
an instruction included in the expiration date information 
file 5 by a specific relation between the rese & 
achievement information and the expiration date, the 
rewriting of the contents 4 is performed on the basis of 
the program 6 as the necessity arises. 
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[0029] The recording medium 9 stores the control program that enables a user to 
browse and execute the contents of the content 4, and performs the use restriction of 
the content 4 according to the predetermined use time limit. 

[0052] The control program that enables the user to browse and execute the content 4 
and performs the user restriction of the content 4 according to the predetermined use 
time limit is read from the recoding medium 9 onto the data processing apparatus (not 
illustrated in drawings) of the control unit 8, and the program controls the working of 
the data processing apparatus. The control unit 8 executes following steps under the 
control program's control. 

[0053] Namely, they are a step of decoding the code of the capsule 3 by the exclusive 
browser 2 if needed, a step of browsing and executing the content 4 after the control 
unit 8 of OS 7 of the computer 1 reads the content 4 from capsule 3, a step of 
calculating the actual use information corresponding to the use time limit of the use 
time limit information file based on the time information that is at least one of the 
predetermined time and the predetermined date read by the exclusive browser, a step 
of restricting at least a part of browsing or execution of the content 4 according to the 
instruction described in the use limit time information file 5 and the predetermined 
relation between the actual use time information and the use time limit information 
calculated by the exclusive browser 2, and rewriting the content according to the 
rewriting program 5 if necessary. 
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